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Our next Meeting,  

Friday 5th July 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street 
with parking in the grounds and disabled 
parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 
 

Kate will be our early speaker followed after morning tea, 
by Guy Marks, Chief Archivist from St John Ambulance 
Service, speaking on the history of that great organisation. 

 

 

9 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Philippa Waara Sue Frostick 
Susana Moral Colin Devereux 
Pamela Hunter Lisa Armstrong 
Marianne Penney Qiang He 
Carole Devereux 

 

 

JULY 
HELP DAYS 
 

Wednesday   3 July 10am 
Monday   8 July 1pm 
Tuesday 16 July 1pm 
Thursday 25 July 10am 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 JULY 2024 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

A new Constitution is required  

While this can seem a mind-numbing detail it is noted that SeniorNet Pakuranga was incorporated in 
1996, and it was done so under the Incorporated Societies Act 1908.  

In the last couple of years there has been an extensive review of this Act, the outcome of which is the 
enactment of the Incorporated Societies Act 2022 which came into force on 5 October 2023.  

The Act aims to provide a modern legal, governance, and accountability framework for incorporated 
societies and those who run them.  It replaces the previous legislation and introduces new provisions 
to guide self-governing groups.  

All existing Incorporated Societies have until 5 April 2026 to reregister under the new Act. Failure to 
do so will result in it no longer being an Incorporated Society and that exposes us to significant risks. 

So, what does all this mean for us?  

Firstly, we need to have a new Constitution that complies with the 2022 Incorporated Societies Act as 
our existing Constitution is not compliant. 

To this end, the Federation of New Zealand SeniorNet Societies has saved us considerable headaches 
by developing legally reviewed/compliant templates which Member Learning Centres are able to use 
for their own specific Constitution. The committee has commenced the development of a new  
Constitution using one of the templates as a starting point. 

There is a process to follow once a draft Constitution is completed, the first being its acceptance by 
our Committee, and then it must be referred to our membership to be voted upon at a Special  
General Meeting. Once there is membership agreement on the new Constitution, it is submitted to 
the Companies Office for approval.  

We will keep you updated and have the draft available in the Notice section of our website. Its going 
to be about 26pages long! 

I had an ‘0’ birthday this month and was rewarded with a new mini iPad. Apple stopped updating my 
11 year old iPad several years ago, then our Auckland Public Library couldn’t update their app because 
my updates were out of date. So it was time for a newer model.  Would you believe Apple has also 
changed the plug and now my 2metre charging cables don’t fit.  It also operates differently so I need 
to go to one of Dick’s classes to find out how it all works. I have since learned that my iPhone 7 is no 
longer being updated and I am unable to download the Apple app that they keep suggesting I install.  
Blimmin Americans. (The censor made me modify what I called them.) American politics and laws, 
especially surrounding Mr Trump, leave me speechless and shaking my head.  Now Apple seems to be 
ripping me off and shaking my loyalty to them. 

How has your month of June been?  We had a big surprise a couple of weeks ago when that storm 
came through Auckland.  The back wall of our entrance porch blew out, frame and all.  Broken glass  
(6 large panes), bent frame, broken garden plants, porch furniture, umbrellas, etc, all blown out with 
the wall. I was scrambling about in the dark trying to retrieve what I could. Fortunately first thing in 
the morning our good staff cleaned up all the glass, straightened the frame and reinstalled it—with 
double the amount of pop rivets to hold it in and now they have replaced all the glass. 

Him indoors is just now at his first day at HBH Day Club and I have been in tears. Just like a mum 
taking a child to their first day at school. Fingers crossed he will be keen to go back next week.   

Hang in there people, we are nearly half way through another year.  You have time to save for your 
own Santa present,  something I do every year. 

Have another great month, smile at everyone—they will wonder what you have been up to. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Dawn’s  Take ... 

LAW AND DISORDER IN 19TH CENTURY SOUTH AUCKLAND 

by TERRY CARSON 

 

An interesting and sometimes shocking lesson on just how 
lawless NZ was, or at least South Auckland in the early 1800’s. 
Terry Carson gave an amazing talk about our own suburbs and 
it was surprising to learn that we had no law at all until the Treaty 
was signed. Even then it was cruel and merciless with floggings, 
stocks and public hangings.  Criminals were even branded !!! 
It was nice to learn that NZ deported the worst criminals to 
Australia from 1843.  Most of the convicts were soldiers although 
a few rebellious Maori and a woman were deported.  Many 
soldiers thought being a prisoner in Australia would be better than 
being in the army in New Zealand. All they had to do was commit 
a heinous crime and off they go.  Because of the numbers being 
deported to the “good life” NZ stopped the practice of deporting altogether in 1853. 

Queen Street, Auckland 1843  -  In the left foreground is the Courthouse.   
In front of the Court House are the stocks and just around the corner was the gallows. 

Mt Eden Prison, 1860  -  The stone Mt Eden prison we know today was started in 1882 using 
convict labourers and took 35 years to build. 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor      021 534 348 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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JULY 
HELP  DAYS 
 
Wednesday   3 July 10am 
Monday   8 July 1pm 
Tuesday 16 July 1pm 
Thursday 25 July 10am 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses 
and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 
permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or 
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 
You can printout the parking advice from our website (under the Courses tab) 
or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

